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supposing them otherwise; and I say further that if it
be possible, in the nature of things, that these motions
should be simple, they must be so. I think I argue
well, in such a case, from the posse to the esse; for, if
the universe be the production of supreme intelligence,
every thing must be carried on in the simplest and shortest
way possible; and this you know is a maxim laid down
by Sir Isaac, frustra fit per plura quod fieiri potest per
paudora [which really means something very different
from the above statement].

But, 2nd., I say that upon the principles of my phil-
osophy all Sir Isaac's demonstrations will stand firm;
for I admit that the motion may be produced in the
compounded way they suppose; for in fact such com-
pounded motions do exist, as in the case of a sling, or
of a horse lounged. Now the motion is the same, and
will have all the same properties and be governed by
the same laws, in whichever of the two ways it is produced,
whether in the simple way I suppose, by one power
moving the body, or in the compounded way they
suppose by two powers moving in different directions;
and if so, the motion being the same the demonstration
of its properties will be as certain upon the one hypothesis
as upon the other, in the same manner as the demonstra-
tion of the properties of a straight line will be perfectly con-
clusive upon the supposition of the body being moved by
the impulse of two bodies in different directions, though in
fact the bodies be moved by the impulse of only one Body.

And here the Newtonians appear to me not to have
made a most obvious distinction betwixt the motion
and the cause of the motion, and not to have considered
that whatever the cause efficient of the motion may be,
tte nature and properties of the motion are the same,
and may be demonstrated upon tbe hypothesis of any
one of the causes having produced 'ifce is butncients themselves confessed.
